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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Andrew Smith on 6/1 8/07. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

1 . (currently amended) An integrated and modular content and format 
handling publishing system comprising a computer network including various sites 
connected by communication links, and various corresponding storage devices having 
computer-readable code embodied therein, including the following program 
components: 

(a) a content handling program component, comprising 

(i) a content definition editor that receives a content definition including 
one or more data types and one or more parameters for each data type, and being 
based on a list of content item properties having assigned IDs, positions and types and 
being generated for each property by selecting a property type and a property action; 

(ii) a data structure generator that produces a content data structure, the 
content data structure corresponding to the content definition; 

(iii) a content item editor that receives content item information, handles 
each said content item property in said content item property list, and provides the 
content item information for storage in the content data structure, and in connection with 
a same content item, the content definition editor and the content item editor are 
configured for implementation on a display on content definition and content editor 
screens, respectively, in separate network browser windows; 



Application/Control Number: 09/696,627 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2176 

(b) a format handling program component, comprising a template editor that 
generates formatting information for the content item information and stores the 
formatting information separately from the content item information; 

(c) a publisher program component that generates a formatted output based on a 
combination of the separately stored content item information and formatting 
information; and 

(d) a workflow syst e m compon e nt for manag i ng cre at e d cont e nt i t e ms for rout i ng 
th e m e ach to on e or mor e of var i ous sourc e s, th e workf l ow syst e m its el f b e ing manag e d 
by on e or mor o o numorat i on prop e rt ie s, workf l ow data or cont e nt s e arch e s i n a mann e r 
d e p e nding on said cont e nt d e f i n i tion, said cont e nt i t e m i nformat i on, a choic e mad e by a 
cont e nt cr e ator, or by ru le s, or combinat i ons th e r e of 

a publication scheduler that controls when a particular content item is published 
by the publisher according to a set of predetermined publication criteria; and 

wherein the formatting information comprises extensible mark-up language 
(XML) fragments . 

13. (currently amended) The system of claim 1, further comprising a workflow 
system component for managing created content items for routing them each to one or 
more of various sources, the workflow system itself being managed by one or more 
enumeration properties, workflow data or content searches in a manner depending on 
said content definition, said content item information, a choice made by a content 
creator, or by rules a pub li cat i on sch e dul e r that contro l s wh e n a particular cont e nt i t e m 
i s pub li shed by th e pub li sh e r accord i ng to a s e t of pr e d e t e rm i n e d pub li cation cr i t e r i a . 

Cancel claim 15. 

1 8. (currently amended) A method of publishing formatted content including 
separately handling and formatting the content using a computer network including 
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various sites connected by communication links, and various corresponding storage 
devices having computer-readable code embodied therein, the method comprising: 

(a) providing a content handling program component for 

(i) providing content definition parameters to a content definition editor that 
are based on a list of content item properties having assigned IDs, positions and types 
and are generated for each property by selecting a property type and a property action; 

(ii) producing a content data structure in a database corresponding to the 
content definition parameters; 

(iii) providing content item information to the content data structure, the 
content item information representing an instance of content that corresponds to the 
content definition parameters, and in connection with a same content item, the content 
definition parameters and the content item information are viewable on a display on 
content definition and content editor screens, respectively, in separate network browser 
windows; and 

(iv) handling each said content item property in said content item property 

list; 

(b) providing a format handling program component for 

(iv) generating and storing formatting information separately from the 
content item information; 

(c) providing a publisher program component for 

(v) consolidating multiple portions of content item information that are 
respectively stored in multiple databases; and 

(vi) publishing the content item information by combining the separately 
stored content item information and formatting information so as to present the content 
item information in a formatted manner; and 

(d) providing a workflow system component for 

(vii) managing created content items for routing them each to one or more 
of various sources, the workflow system itself being managed by one or more of 
enumeration properties, workflow data or content searches in a manner depending on 
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at least one of said content definition, said content item information, a choice made by a 
content creator, and rules, and or combinations th e r e of 

(e) providing a publication scheduler for controlling when a particular content item 
is published by the publisher according to a set of predetermined publication criteria. 

24. (currently amended) A method of operating an integrated and modular 
content and format handling publishing system using a computer network including 
various sites connected by communication links, and various corresponding storage 
devices having computer-readable code embodied therein, the method comprising: 

(a) handling content with a content handling program component, comprising: 

(i) providing content definition information that is based on a list of content 
item properties having assigned IDs, positions and types and are generated for each 
property by selecting a property type and a property action, and comprises content item 
names and content item data types, to a tabular form, and automatically producing a 
content data structure based on the content definition information, 

(ii) entering content item information to an input form that corresponds to 
the content definition information, 

(iii) submitting the content item information to a database, and in 
connection with a same content item, the content definition information and the content 
item information are viewable on a display on content definition and content editor 
screens, respectively, in separate network browser windows, and 

(iv) handling each said content item property in said content item property 

list; 

(b) handling formatting with a format handling program component, comprising 
generating formatting information for the content item information and storing the 
formatting information separately from the content item information, and 

(c) with a publisher program component, publishing the content item information 
to an electronic medium by combining the separately stored content item information 
and content format information; an4 
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(d) a workf l ow syst e m compon e nt for manag i ng cr e at e d cont e nt i t e ms for routing 
th e m e ach to on e or mor e of various sourc e s, th e workf l ow syst e m i ts el f b ei ng manag e d 
by on e or mor e e num e rat i on prop e rti e s, workf l ow data or cont e nt s e arch e s i n a mann e r 
depend i ng on sa i d content d e fin i t i on, sa i d content i t e m i nformation, a cho i c e mad e by a 
content creator, or by ru le s, or comb i nat i ons th e r e of 

with a publication scheduler, controlling when a particular content item is 
published bv the publisher according to a set of predetermined publication criteria: and 

wherein the formatting information comprises extensible mark-up language 
(XML) fragments . 

27. (currently amended) One or more processor readable storage devices 
having processor readable code embodied thereon, said processor readable code for 
programming one or more processors to perform a method of operating an integrated 
and modular content and format handling publishing, the method comprising: 
(a) handling content with a content handling program component, 

comprising: 

(i) providing content definition information that are based on a list of 
content item properties having assigned IDs, positions and types and are generated for 
each property by selecting a property type and a property action, and comprises content 
item names and content item data types, to a tabular form, and automatically producing 
a content data structure based on the content definition information, 

(ii) entering content item information to an input form that 
corresponds to the content definition information, 

(iii) submitting the content item information to a database, and in 
connection with a same content item, the content definition information and the content 
item information are viewable on a display on content definition and content editor 
screens, respectively, in separate network browser windows, and 

(iv) handling each said content item property in said content item 

property list; and 
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(b) with a format handling program component, generating content format 
information for the content item information and storing the content format information 
separately from the content item information, and 

(c) with a publisher program component, publishing the content item 
information to an electronic medium by combining the content item information with the 
content format information; and 

(d) with a workflow system component, managing created content items 
for routing them each to one or more of various sources, the workflow system itself 
being managed by one or more of enumeration properties, workflow data or content 
searches in a manner depending on at least one of said content definition, said content 
item information, a choice made by a content creator, and rules, and or comb i nat i ons 
th e r e of 

(e) with a publication scheduler controlling when a particular content item 
is published by the publisher according to a set of predetermined publication criteria . 

29. (new) The method of claim 24, further comprising providing a workflow 
system component for managing created content items for routing them each to one or 
more of various sources, the workflow system itself being managed by one or more of 
enumeration properties, workflow data or content searches in a manner depending on 
at least one of said content definition, said content item information, and a choice made 
by a content creator, or by rules. 

30. (new) The method of claim 18, wherein the formatting information comprises 
extensible mark-up language (XML) fragments. 

31 . (new) The one or more storage device of claim 27, wherein the formatting 
information comprises extensible mark-up language (XML) fragments. 
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REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The prior art 
of record fails to explicitly teach and/or render obvious the limitations of claim 1 when 
taken as a whole. 

3. Specifically regarding claim 1 , the prior art does not teach the specifics of the 
publication scheduler in combination with the other components in the claim. Further, 
the fact that the formatting information is XML fragments renders the claim not only 
novel but unobvious as well. 

4. Regarding claim 18, the prior art does not teach the specifics of the publication 
scheduler and workflow system component in combination with the other recited 
components in the claim. These combinations of features render the claim novel and 
unobvious over the prior art. 

5. Claims 3 -14, 16, 17, 19 - 25 and 27 - 31 either depend from or are 
substantially similar to a claim containing allowable subject matter and are therefore 
also allowable for similar reasons. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 



Application/Control Number: 09/696,627 Page 9 

Art Unit: 2176 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Nathan Hillery whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4091. The examiner can normally be reached on M - F, 10:30 a.m. - 7:00 p.m. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Heather R. Herndon can be reached on (571) 272-4136. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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